When students commence the study of political theory, they often lack the vocabulary necessary for that study and any specific examples of political societies other than their own. As a result of this, this article examines The Simpsons for examples that might help teachers of political theory to communicate key themes in political thought to undergraduates. In particular this article suggests that Springfield is a model of a deliberative and participatory democracy, and therefore can be used as a model of these ideals, as well as providing examples of some of the challenges that they may face. In addition, it examines how The Simpsons may be used in teaching Mill's 'Harm Principle', and Plato's Republic.
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The Polis of Springfield: The Simpsons and the Teaching of Political Theory
Theory and examples
In his article examining role playing as a means to gain a deep holistic approach to learning, Andrew Schaap points out that political theory is 'necessarily abstract and general', and that the language involved 'either alienates or inspires' students (Schaap, 2005, p. 46, p. 51) . He invites us, therefore, to think of alternate methods of delivering our subject to teach this abstract and general language. Schaap also defines learning political theory as being 'about acquiring a vocabulary that enables one to reflect more critically and precisely about the terms on which human beings (do and should) co-operate for and compete over public goods, symbolic and material' (Schaap, 2005, p.46 ), a vocabulary, we must assume, that learners lack when embarking upon a particular course. When students have started to get to grips with political theory and its vocabulary they do indeed relish it as 'it provides them with a space in which to reflect on their own, previously unexamined, but cherished, views on what politics is for' (Coleman, 2000, p.152) .
A problem facing any teacher of political theory is that learners in the early part of their degree course often have limited examples of the political make-up of political societies other than their own to which they can apply the vocabulary of political theory. Reading and study of a variety of political and sociological disciplines will, of course, provide learners with these kind of concrete examples, however, this article will suggest that most learners already have a bank of examples that teachers can call 3 upon to illustrate political ideas in practice, and that examples from the television programme The Simpsons provides a model of a democracy that teachers may exploit.
Popularity of the Simpsons
Slowly but surely The Simpsons has become part of the collective consciousness, building from a short series of sketches on the Tracey Ullman show in America, to a syndicated show being broadcast worldwide. Chris Turner (2004, p.5) (Cantor, 1999, p.743) , and can be regarded as, and used by teachers as a model democratic society. Indeed, if we define a deliberative democracy as a system whereby citizens have 'not only equality of votes, but also
[the] equal and effective opportunity to participate in processes of collective judgment' (Warren, 2002, p.174) , in order to 'draw forth the otherwise unarticulated knowledge and insight of citizens' (Kymlicka, 2002, p.291) , then Springfield can be regarded as a model of a deliberative democracy. Not only do the citizens of Springfield have the opportunity to make decisions and deliberate on matters of public concern, but the citizens also staunchly portray themselves as being morally equal participants in this decision making process. world is alien to them in a practical sense, it is not (due to programmes such as The Simpsons) alien to them in the theoretical sense and as a result can aid understanding of the differences between the American and UK system of politics. The Simpsons provides learners with a familiarity, therefore, of a system of politics of which is different from their own and therefore gives them the opportunity to reflect on this political world and compare it to their own. It is for this reason that The Simpsons provides the teacher of political theory with such a rich bank of resources; students who are familiar with The Simpsons will have a bank of political examples that are different from the political system that they have grown up in.
Plato's Republic and the Simpsons
Providing an example of a deliberative democracy is not, however, the only use the Simpsons has for teachers of political theory. It also provides us with an episode that outlines Plato's Republic, which could be used in the classroom. In the episode They Saved Lisa's Brain (AABF18), Lisa, disgusted by the antics of her fellow residents in a 'gross-out competition' that descends into a food fight, writes a letter to the local media denouncing Springfield as being a town of 'lowbrows, no-brows, and ignorami'. When this letter is read, Lisa receives an invitation to join the local branch course, open up classroom discussion as to precisely who we regard as being the most intelligent in society, and precisely how we measure that intelligence.
So far we have addressed how The Simpsons are relevant to a number of discussions in politics, and have hinted on how this could be used in a classroom setting. As a practical example of this, try the exercise in figure one in a seminar group as an introduction to political philosophy, having already delivered a lecture on Plato (or used an alternative method to introduce Plato's ideas). This exercise does two important things that will aid enjoyment and understanding of political theory. Firstly it will allow students who are new to the study of politics and political theory to engage in a discussion around the idea of who should govern in society, and it will allow learners to assess the justification for Mensa's role in Springfield, along with the policy decision that they make. They will be able to judge, therefore, whether it is 
Conclusion
This article has not attempted to extract any political truths from the Simpsons, nor has it tried to show that the Simpsons favour one political party or another (for a discussion of this issue see Cantor (1999) , pp.734-5). It has been an attempt to show how we can, as teachers of politics, make use of this remarkable multi-referential television programme that provides us with a model of society.
